Strange and Mysterious Short Story Revision Exercise
Name:



Hour:

You've finished the first draft of a story. What now? It's tempting to think it s ready to go, but hold off. Another set of eyes is always helpful, as we tend to read what we think we wrote, instead of what we actually wrote. This checklist is designed to help you get closer to what you want your short story to be. 
Exchange rough drafts with your partner and complete the checklist on each other’s story. Discuss each step together for one story and then for the other. After you have completed each item, please write your initials by that instruction. If you need to improve in a given area, write an exclamation point (!) in place of your initials. Work on these items tonight.
Have they fully introduced their main character(s)?
Long passages of flowery description aren't necessary, but make sure you've given your readers something to go on. The internal qualities (like friendliness, shyness, etc.) of your character may not need overt description, but his or her physical qualities should be described, even briefly. Is she short, thin, tall, fat, dark, or blonde? Is he confident or insecure? Is your character consistent or does/she change? Initial here: 


Do they have conflict?
Conflict drives your plot; without it, there is no plot. Is your main character’s motivation clear from the beginning of your story or novel? What is the central question of your work? Before going any further with your revision, ask yourself this question. When you know the answer, it's much easier to know what to cut and what to expand. Initial here: 


Does the text sound natural?
Make sure the story sounds natural. Read your story out loud to yourself and note anything that strikes the wrong chord (highlight it). [And be strict with yourself: don't just hope your reader won't notice.  Mr. K will!] Also look out for long passages.  Try to break them apart by beginning a new paragraph or adding dialogue. Initial here: 


Check the Nouns
Have you used boring old words like car, dog, street, or restaurant?  If so, change them to be more specific like Volkswagen Beetle, the pink poodle, Old 27, or Taco Bell.  Initial here: 



Over and Over and Over Again Again and Again

Have you used the same word more than twice in one paragraph?  If so, change it up! Initial here: 



Is the point of view consistent?
It's easy to switch point of view accidentally if you're writing in third person (the narrator knows all of the action). Have you made a clear choice between third person omniscient (the narrator knows everything) and third person limited (the narrator has limited access to information)? If you've chosen limited, be sure that the story adheres to one character's point of view throughout. If not, much of your revision will focus on editing or deleting the sections that veer off to another point of view. Initial here: 


Is your setting clear?
Locate your story firmly in a place, even if it's an imaginary one. Again, pages of description aren't necessary. Setting can be established with a sentence or two. The right details are everything, but to conjure those details, your setting must be real to you. If you haven't gotten there yet, use this exercise to bring your setting to life.  Use sensory details that describe what it looks like, feels like (if it’s fall is it chilly or kinda warm), smells like, sounds like, etc. Initial here: 


Action!
Are your characters scared or petrified?  Are your verbs passive or active? 
Passive (not good!): The story was bogged down with boring verbs.

Direct object (receiver of action) + action verb + subject (creates action)

Caesar was stabbed by Brutus.

Active (great!): Boring verbs dragged the story down into the depths of watching paint dry. Initial here: 



Subject (creates action) + action verb direct object (receives action)

Brutus stabbed Caesar.
Does your story have all the elements of literature required for the assignment?

· Characters: _______________________________________________

· Setting: __________________________________________________

· Theme: ___________________________________________________

· Mood: ____________________________________________________ 

· Conflict: __________________________________________________

· Point of View: ______________________________________________

· Exposition: ___________________________________________

· Complications: ______________________________________________

· Climax: ___________________________________________________

· Resolution: ________________________________________________

Did you use one of the following techniques to create suspense in your story?

· Foreshadowing




· Mystery

· Dilemma





· Reversal

Initial here: 


Did you leave questions unanswered?

Does your resolution resolve all of the conflicts in your story?  The resolution should  tie up all the loose ends so that the reader is not left wondering what happened.  Initial here: 



